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built in France.1 In 1940 some 40 per cent of Frenchmen still
worked on the land, and according to the last figures available,
in 1931, 7,5/9,000 people were employed in agriculture, and
45657,832 owned their own land. There were—even more
significantly—some 1,343,000 peasant farms employing no
paid labour. Even of the similar number of people in industry,
60 per cent worked for small firms employing less than twenty
workers. France remained a half-way house between the top-
heavy industrialization of Britain and the top-heavy agrarian-
ism of most of the peasant countries of Europe. By their very
means of livelihood, most Frenchmen are individualists, eco-
nomically 'little men'. Their economic life has kept its con-
tinuity, with the village and the small market town as the basic
units of social life. Freedom and equality were translated into
terms of .individualism, economic independence and social
equality. This outlook and this particular conception of
democracy found most self-conscious political expression in
the Radical parties. And they laid claim to be, par excellence, the
heirs of the revolutionary tradition and the defenders of the
Republic.
This close linking of the direct revolutionary tradition with
the powerful class of peasant proprietors and small property-
owners had certain important consequences for the working of
democracy in France. It perpetuated that divorce between the
political and social strands of the tradition which has already
been noted as a feature of nineteenth-century history. It has be-
come a common-place that 'the French carry their hearts on
the left and their wallets on the right5, that they are politically
Radical but socially Conservative. The prejudices and interests
of the small property-owners are the reality behind these
generalizations.
With our knowledge of subsequent developments, and our
experience of how Conservative were these beneficiaries of
'universal suffrage', it is difficult for us to appreciate either the
fanatical enthusiasm or the exaggerated hopes with which Left-
wing democrats of the eighteen-seventies viewed the introduc-
1L. Gambetta: Lettres, Letter 206; H. Stannard; Gambetta (1921),
PP-

